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PERFECTING PRATAS

ST

Scenel
In the kitchen. Morning. It is a comfortable, extremely neat kitchen—small, but

% ere & Lot of outfitted with several items to show that the owner is quite an accomplished

retpect v Hae it L‘_’\@M cook: an egg beater, a blender, a convection-cum-microwave oven. The

s 0 6PAL, We S8 o iances are not expensive, but they are well used. BEN is getting ready to go
5 lotthn Ren & to school. He is dressed in a junior college uniform. He is packing an omelette

Allotrt oo (AR ak i sandwich for lunch. ALBERT enters. He has just come back from shift work. He is

cleand wet *W‘j . also in uniform—navy pants and a white shirt with epaulette!" tabs.

BeN \ Good morning, Pa...

ALBERT

Ho . he Wit ﬂn n parficalar @ keaps
How was your shift last mght?‘m € VAW TR Ap v'\(ﬁv::jr\u\(, SR l“‘j
cmgs foert tn parfonlar, v M fAaM Wiy i b
e o
BEN Ya . Lwot

BEN
ALBERT  Okay lah. Dic

<

No “Benr, "\Cf: Or¢ SMAC  pgerr puts a small punnet™ of fruit on the table. -
Hrowvyies, o E——— 7 3 : : |
Qs o e Moy [CHav AckeVsoRAd] RGN, we tee hert how Bonis the wiort exp ReMIVC

7 '\\j sowme fear ‘[D{chon]_

Sy A ot B ARV gUE U nrove §totc
4 * : poian, on WLt U m .
"“MVY%‘I 90 il BEN  Strawberries? @ohsLarge ones: lxpe asived You kena® 4D or what?

ALBERT  From the co-op. The in-flight kitchen ordered too much. So we get to

e dogit rt viey) O cle ?
PSS T aviy Fdar Tae ErHclen equi pvient
g oo, L :\é‘t w P‘V\fw: wmqgvmb evviet mg\a fv\-tw':\
Wi it 00 Me 1ble.gen  Yums. I take some for my lunchbox, okay? 1o qer excited over, #e wa Jc
Ctudent packy unchb ox. (Mort

A
ALBERT ~—You’d better hurry. Don’t be late for classes. youlel be so vﬂer uve d vtts
r i now w\wo{? Margg)

. You come home from night shift when I am going
to school. And in the evening, when I get home, you go to work. We
never get to talk.

BEN

P

ALBERT

i ot VS Feeivy, characeiaron] .
%?A?’ P‘ﬁhw¥mhomaﬁ0ic.(whql C:&wlé 7 hsian ‘“"‘,‘fg ‘-Em:re: (‘\ﬁ:«\"f_{o:; Vﬁ;”’s e

Lmzverwv’ss e 20 vell e cones 4o Rew Lo bervizs, jswivdy ot o ool

epaulette: an ornamental shoulder piece :

punnet: a small, light basket or container for fruits and vegetables

kena: [Malay] denotes that something has happened

4D: an abbreviation of ‘4-Digits a form of lottery in Singapore and Malaysia

bt U RO S

« What do these details about the setting (the kitchen) reveal about the owner? What qualities do they
point to? (Lines 1-4)

« What does Albert’s minimal reply to Ben’s greeting reveal about Albert’s character? (Lines 9 and 11)

— Ben seems eager to talk with his father, but Albert seems reluctant to talk. Why do you think this is?




SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, SOMETHING BORROWED....
f100% Bop Ftriec before he conld finally get o 4he poivtt on Wis 4 attempt .
W EnoW e ia The MOTE expressive owe, o i ghouldud be Aifhicult .

ALSO, e knew What BEN  About...um, Pa, how are your teeth?

e NS wert really for; : :
90 Wlert WA?SW Ve ALBERT They are just fine. What a question ...

'*:(D'h),( M tuh 9"‘"’@ BEN  ’Cos yesterday, when you were out, the dentist called.
0 wr,
{o Wiy| drow H ow-? ALBERT ~ What... the government clinic called me?

@ BEN  No. Uncle Reggie, your classmate. From his fancy clinic on
Orchard Road.

30 ALBERT  Oh. Probably a class reunion or something.
@ BEN  No. Something about a payment.
ALBERT  Oh. I had a filling done

Copbronradin, => B¢ wantcA W Bner 1o be uytront and horest vt lim .
BEN puts a whole stack of receipts on the dining table.

@ BEN  What's this, Pa? Why are you paying 200 dollars a month to
35 Uncle Reggie’s clinic?
ALBERT I had many fillings done ..

Wetio . Hei5 CearlY) ok of M¢ Kes and Wk - e .
@ BEN  Nonsense, Pa! You do your teeth at the government clinic. It’s

cheaper there. You told me so yourself! And you don’t have THAT

many fillings. Whelkgon ; kax Al
>
40 ALBERT  You don’t know that.. - 5 [havacterisatail gen is hore ‘1\4 i Wil “wvesti 4atiag \;wﬂ
)
. @ een You sleep with your mouth open. I counted' e ’W\'NQ *v support (dstM&(K

! ns\b‘mhts WA he canae 10 Tlewe
You’re going to be late for school! P oot Htelkoo é

. ALBERT

Look,
cost!

nt braces once I found out how much they
e go to Uncle Reggie’s clinic?

: T RS
T 45 ALBERT  Uncle Reggie gave us such a good discount, I couldn’t say no.
BEN l Come on, Pa! Count how many payments you’ve made to his clinic!
My braces weren’t cheaper at Uncle Reggie’s—he charged you more!’
ALBERT  (gathering all the bills) Wait a minute ... how did you ... did you go

“through my drawer? Don’t you ever, EVER go through my drawers
S0 e again! I'm putting a lock on...

~ Why does Ben suddenly become angry? What is causing this escalation in the conflict with his father?
~ (Line 37)

~ How does Uncle Reggie, an offstage character, add tension in the play? How does Ben view him and his
actions? How about Albert?







Abert  ve. Bew Yet, e ouldl Say Mt loein saceiBcia out

Stoic I EXVKSS'\VC ot \ove 4 AVErY  PERFECTING PRATAS

g51ve form ot \ove verrus rati ma) |ove
Sacriticlal I rafioral MX \mv\g rafiona md ractical yqave

;w i . = Théd 24
| BEN Don’t change the subject. You went to Uncle Reggie’s only because ;. xreiv ,wm
I' he’d let you pay in instalments, which the government clinic opposvy

| wouldn’t, am I right? VoW
[ 2 PRl Abert ucoqwuu ?M‘\(\m aﬂ%r‘\'\ﬂdﬂmw“fm
ALBerT  All right! All right, Einstein! EmStemé Your father couldn’t afford your braces.

55 I'm not rich. You don’t have to rub it m ¥
His M\cm Abea¥ing - eed
. BEN But I told you two years a; that I ylul‘ln i nee m! Leu
o o e e octersai] 8 W’@ iy lpu
te2 A\ourts W€ TalgerT | You needed them, Son! AW ful “puiin Y
Lor Rew. W be wwplved w the dtc?ﬁm—ma\g\aﬂfﬂ ek, a
: & BEN They’re my teeth, for goodness’ sake .. *POW“

 woder. ALBERT | You had téeth like 5] . suth. The [ima nd}
60 kids were already callmg you all kmds of names for bemg half Indian h¢
and half Chinese ... but with those teeth .. QA pMV\lbl it rﬂ'\
erefort Mw
BeN | Ididn’t care what they called me! Wlook, a5 A P VI
omtal s e e b x f" g1

ALBERT 1= You were crying like a little girl at night after the kids teased you!
BEN | (muttering) Stupid, paper-thin HDB® walls ... I did NOT cry like

65 a girl! i
e Albevt poregived Hlg a5 an ex fenivle
He kicks the wall. Fiing, the :amﬁa [ewaractencatimd He v
very Sewihive o
ALBERT LYou didn’t smile for one whole year. Do you know that? twiags tike Wit on

wil X
BEN It was too expensive. We can’t afford it, Pa. Ma would have agreed e
s i olndously with me if she were alive. btnaractevisatim] RMd\:VM practical 2

ngit1ve topil. ALBERT cost au hi¢ '?\mr i #"
w
BEN  But you know it’s true. If she were alive, she woulﬂave CAT) “&:M\'VILV‘

ALBERT
TIPPING POINT,

oMi\y e taEeA
M2 drawer b

topic, Sut EEN
about her? It’s been 10 years We should be able to talk about her
without...
And tis B e
sove pawt for Ben.

5. mahjong: a Chinese game usually played by four people, with a set of rectangular tiles based on Chinese
characters and symbols

6. HDB: Housing & Development Board; the statutory board overseeing public housing in Singapore

7. walloping: a beating

I ~ Why are these lines important? Who do they introduce for the first time? (Lines 68-77)




SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, SOMETHING BORROWED...

ALBERT  You don’t know what you're talking about!
BEN's mobile phone rings. [que Deectian ) mrecru Pﬁmio{' cwvay
80 BEN  (whispering) Hello? Sushila. I can’t talk now. Talking to my dad.

Beat. > mkwardnecc increases, Tewiion dacreases.
LA CRWMatC] U .. me too, LSO DitCHime] #ATMOs PHEQE Y

Beat, 7 Awkwordvess WEECASES YV auother noth,
I Tension depiares furtuer,

What do I mean, ‘me too’? You know what I mean.,
Ahat tﬁﬂ%ﬂémﬁ !

85 (reluctantly) I...um ... okay, okay. I love you too. Talk to you later ...
bye!
A% hd we, the avdiene , Wold 2ur breatides. breaths.
" Do twey (Mﬁ\{\w'ﬁo}\dﬁnﬁ? Doy M(‘N@uw\ev\’r +ule
ALBERT  Sushila? 4 Aifterear AWttt ?

BEN  She’s just a friend from my junior college, Pa.

90 ALBERT  First you secretly go through my things. Then you’ve got a girl

stashed away somewhere. Why the secret? Is she pregnant? :
L This (s av ivrationa) conclusion. Wy U "
BEN Pa... [Guitt j feelngs 1 —> being ivvationa | ?

ALBERT I might as well be living with a stranger in this house. At least he’ll

know how to pay rent! lyupset tvat Blu"a, hidin -miwg from him,
[ [
9 BEN  You .--are.--wm—ﬁ

ALBERT ~ What’s wrong with me? Young man...if I didn’t pay to have your |

teeth straightened, you think you’d have a pretty Indian girl flirting
with you on the phone? Talk about ungrateful ...

Using #is o Justity e braces decditio
BEN w You’re impossible!

i -
100 ALBERT  Ya. You are a total joy to live with. =7 [% Fect Wi{’ ; Frustvated] Xm
Yes , e Tt telling s e \-j
bt Viow coan Mg She i it W w?%(’:&vﬁm
(calling out after him) And still not a word of thanks! - (!M% MWMM e <
man (!

BEN storms out of the room.

: ALBERT waits. BEN does not come back.
fs o fotiagr, Mbark thinkr he deserves wore
Mﬁ?ﬂ““ retpect fon' Bem, eSpeialiy fov ol bl sACrified
,dl‘m ntude,  (WWICh We pozives as wewnd mstiaed | vow avar Ben
4 © W agiritrignd.) -
+ Do you believe Ben’s words? Why or why not? (Line 89)

= Why is this moment ironic? Think about what the characters actually want and how this is undermined
by their words and actions that point to the very opposite.




PERFECTING PRATAS
[Setting]
Vast antract Wit tre previous sene setfivig.
Scene 2 :

The same kitchen, that night. BEN is trying to make pratas® on the dining

table, but all he manages to make is a floury, oily mess. There is flour and oil
on BEN's face. ALBERT comes back from a double shift. He is exhausted.’

ALBERT What...are you doing? Aren’t you supposed to be prepaﬁng
dinner?y ReACtING to e mes. Rememboer : ¢ is vevy particuiay aout the
state of e kitchen |
BEN  This is dinner. Prata. I just need some practice.
110 ALBERT  You don’t need practice. %ﬁ Atee
oh...goodness ... what possessed you to...

anniversary and Sushila LOVES a good
¥ — Treelvas] He i excited,avont Uis pow -

: ALBERT  Right. Good work! ‘ : -
g T lx» #e i &m;ﬁ ov\le“ml ast., That, (oupled witha s exhiaut ting
115

BEN I can’t remember how Ma used to make it. You used to help Ma.i§ malig him

lole,
ow to mak: He s 0 ole'renmmedbﬂ%l i e
Lxoded tar he i be
Bolivious 10 Wie fatnerts Totke,

105

BEN  Next week is our first month
prata i% 7t o

- [auxtapxitan]
Bl Albert 4 Ben vy o owe-tracked wnd
s fane. :

Ben s iel\- benton WS Surprice fv 8}1
 Blbert 1 foensed o Wow wessy e K
1,000 hew it Shouldur be intale
Ak Aviey are bo\f '

ey~

8. pratas: [Malay] Indian flatbread

L-' What tone do you think Albert adopts here? (Lines 110~111 and 1 147} |




SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, SOMETHING BORROWED ..

ALBERT  Take Sushila to a prata stall lah ... so leceh® ...
BEN  You didn’t think it was leceh when you made them with Ma.

ALBERT  There are so many brands of frozen prata in the supermarket. Just go
120 get a packet. She won’t know the difference!

BEN  Of course there is a difference! When you make it with your own
hands... then it’s special. [(hWavacterigtinn : Bew ' eent memal ]

; ALBERT  (holding up a badly made piece) When you make it with your hands...it ‘;
?\Nﬁ ] bemqf*;tmkj-? looks like it’s been run over by a car. Give up lah, Son! [Tove : bi ouraging ]
SCoun A ‘
Atter ;‘fﬂ Mg:“lx , BN Whywon'tyou even help? Whywould youpaysomiuichimoney for

divcouraging tone is BEaER Y [1vony in vehaviour]
Suv m S\M > 4 Pause. BEN, seeing that his father won't help him, continuestrying to make
the.dough:-Butheis getting more.and.more frustrated: He stops and glares
130 at ALBERT, who softens. Then, hesitantly, ALBERT rolls up his sleeves and

proceeds to help|BEN knead the dough.

: Hi¢ @atevs discow~
Y Rh9ain e wrinecs 5
BEN  It’s toodry... mwk Cubtle Attedion v Ben, “39“3‘*"“‘ U geting
HeSoReVS Now, beause he sees (1
ALBERT adds water. e ¢4f A v N i V\ﬁ" ",
Not too much!  Pevousty, e was ivriwiied beanice
A\ he AW wag +ne mess.

135 ALBERT  You want to do it?
BEN backs down respectfully.

Now, you see, the trick is to use the fleshy part of the palm of your
hand to... (he tries) to ...

BEN  It’s sticking all over, Pa...

140 ALBERT looks darkly at BEN. Of course, he knows it’s sticking. He tries to put a
bit more flour, but it doesn’t work. In fact, it makes the mess worse.

(wincing) That looks worse than when I was doing it...

DNz again , we witn gss Mbery
@ru\ﬂ\‘ more upiet becavs e

e b downg a level of inaapabilty/intubhciency,
3wt (ike e 2oV tier e, g w Bz wighlighte
9. leceh: [Malay] troublesome Wew P"""*H'

~ What does Ben want from Albert? What does Albert want from Ben? Why can't they see eye to eye?

* Ben allows Albert to take over. What does this reveal about Ben’s attitude towards his father? What
does he want more than perfect pratas for Sushila?




PERFECTING PRATAS
A with theearliersceng, Moert @ 4nig g(
1; Avidthe wort Ben Mhm h\W« e more Mb\cs

him pvey e tig £n%v
ALBERT |—(giving up) You what? 1 don’t remember how to do it!

Ben | MDon’t giveip, P& We're just a little rusty... it’s been a long time since

145 Ma... IO YA B HAC smencownging e fater, wmd oﬁhl sWer
ALBERT It won’t work. Neither of us knows how... W PATCVTS AT V\G\’ %’d‘;\ ;
We MigWt ok b ¢ av. *}uew

BEN | You always taught me never to quit.

ﬂg\a

=5

I

ALBERT LThis is different!

150 BEN How?

ALBERT  You can’t ask someone who doesn’t know something... just to know
it. It doesn’t work that wa WY periistene once awn forces AMbvert
o # e\‘t A porsonal G%
BEN Come on, Pa. You used to make so many pratas with Ma I used to

watch!
155 ALBERT (losing his patience) Your ma made all the dough! I just pretended to
play along! L5 Climax of teusion
Pause.
towtiond (sadly) Your 1 e, [Tuxtagosihon;

cwoice of Noﬂs Her bread loavesn and“ly Ma's \’W
160 08 "Dwam and shrivel in the oven like an old man’s buns. Back in our old
lg.

sl e R ————— "7 1]
W cleor MW\’W e |

BEN Ya, but we cemented it over because I wanted to practise basketball ..

ALBERT sver b - all her s died after s gwﬁamﬁﬁw\‘-
BEN  Oh ya. I remember you tried everything... fertilisers, new soil ,__mui“:‘/‘;% M

165 everything. v
ALBERT  But still they died. So I cemented the garden, put up a hoop and Flow@tt Waew Ma

bought you a ball to hide my failure. But that wasn’t the end. You parsed Mﬂl
started having a host of problems once she left us. ~pt not mmmj can be

BEN 'Me? What did [ do? “YHefeds ke he is aload pareat, Woden.
ovd Wi o keey WAivgis

AUy -

10. kampong: [Malay] village

~ How do you think Albert feels when speaking this line? (Line 146)

~ How does the struggle with making pratas reflect Albert’s struggle to be an ideal father?
(Lines 151-152 and 155-156)




SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, SOMETHING BORROWED..

T'Q e Mok Moo (s 4md e plan 4o fan.,

He gengally replits M Mot fartnced Sme’d 3 ovlY dine ovd |
170 ALBERT [* When she was around, m I thought you
Crustapacition] were going to be a basketball star. ? And
BCV\ under Maw you had pictur k'teeth. But when she died, you
i [juststopped growin. Within two years, you were the Jortest an
Bevt widler Avert, skinniestin the class. Suddenly you were fallifig sick éve

175 L’] Don’t you remember? I had to brmg you to the hospltal in
the middle of the night... three times!

BEN It was asthma, Pa.

Wiy YAlbert"”” ALBERT And then your

W) ot 'pa*? milk teeth starting falling out...and those monste teeth started
180 l‘?:l {fxtww“'_‘*me sprouting out from your mouth ...

But a\co, b t(‘dlu( pc1e BEN | Gee...thanks, Pa. You couldn’t have described me more freakishly'
‘ o

@S wucha P Y abowt 'ALBERT
Atbert'y m.ﬂhmﬁw
Aot 80\!.

185

[Zwadtvuuhmj Low—rm— (‘W\ﬁ‘den(l
Wwposter syndrome .
BEN  Nonsense, Pa.

Beat. Tension breaks.,
Sometimes we even get 15 minutes.
190 ALBERT laughs sadly and throws a small lump of dough at BEN playfully.
Pause. '
ALBERT  I'm sorry, Ben.
BEN  It’s not your fault, Pa.
BEN goes over and gives ALBERT a hug.
195 ALBERT  (as if about to reveal something) Ben ...

BEN  Yes, Pa?

Beat. —> Hanied toqay cometiung,
but tn that moment, Aeci e:
aqanet 7.

susly used Yo break fension in, -
%m ysc«frmm Tkl a bmlcwy a; "resolve”

~ What does Albert reveal about himself? How does he feel about his abilities as a father?
~ What is the dramatic effect of ‘beat’? (Lines 188 and 197)

Lottls nat ust apauce,
s an amphbied more a'gmificant paure
7L 4t Changes diﬂl‘hm MY Awort ke an intterruphian .

4




PERFECTING PRATAS

ALBERT  Uh, why don’t you go wash yourself up, and I'll cook us something
that we can actually eat. Okay?

200 BEN  Sounds good, Pa. Sorry for the mess.

ALBERT smiles and shakes his head. BEN exits. ALBERT sits down at the table,
picks up a lump of prata dough, takes a deep whiff of it, rests his cheek
against it and closes his eyes. BEN comes back in to say something, but sees
his father deep in thought. He exits without saying anything.
e cmell ard the Aeelivg brings ALk (amforfing mewories of befter,
€0810r AMEL . . 2
™ i o fterswesr mowent.
TN wiewYies are 4ood, but ey AkD
o Wis perceived portonal Aai lureg
e twe 'ecu\v\%aog [oss even wiDre
SR .

~ How is the tone at the end of this scene different from that at the end of the previous one? What has
changed?




SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, SOMETHING BORROWED....

Benbs ¢
Scene 3 [kam('l;u;-,ﬁzsng I
205 The same kitchen, morning the next day. BEN is in different clothes. s
il tryii make pratas c rhe dininag tab and the: 5 i g There
is flour and oil on BEN’s face, hands and clothes. ALBERT has just woken up. He
is in pyjama pants and a singlet. It is his day off.

ALBERT  What the heck...I just cleaned up last night!

210 BEN I had a dream, Pa. I dreamed of Ma making pratas and I think I
remember now...

ALBERT  No, no ... this is my nightmare. I'm going to wake up to find that my
clean and sparkling kitchen is exactly as I left it last night!

*oprivai e

215 ALBERT  Make what? You have class this morning!

BEN No, Pa...

BEN  (cheerfully) I don’t need to go for this one. I read it up already!
Besides you have your off day today We can perfect this darn
prata...and some quality time together!
T n,a paunz boet 2 Albent MMnfe spending bme =
LS“SWVISQ] Beat. ﬁga’,’,‘ en, MWM’a’lg Mge-f}m ov-Apes he ‘hy ™ awl O(I'{'_?
220 . ALBERT  (grabs BEN's mobile phone from the table) I'm going to call this girl and

tell her she’ll have to settle for commerci né)rata from a coffee shop!
Ly He wakes Wit deasian 4 a disappointt
BEN  (grabbing the phone) Geez! Now look what you've done ... my phone

is all oily...and how am I going to get the bits of dough out from the
buttons?

225 ALBERT  Your phone? Look at my kitchen! Ben ...you’re going too gaga™"
over this girl! You met... what? One month ago? And suddenly...

BEN It’s not about Sushila...
ALBERT  Ya...right.

BEN  No, really, Pa. It’s just...recently...I don’t remember Ma that well
230 any more. —> kle -ﬁnc‘n\ understand Ws e motAvahanl .
wWawts 10 Ak aboutr Wer;
ALBERT  Look, Ben, it’s been ?O years. You were eight. It’s normal to forget
some things. On? agam M\O@"" i (o focuttd on the
mess, e uart Sstenng .

11. gaga: completely infatuated

+~ When we use ellipses (...) we are indicating that the character trails off in his or her speech into silence.
Why are there so many examples of this at the end of this scene?
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Dy it gt B, B ST 00
BEN  (agitatedly) Not Ma! Last night when I dreamed of her making prata, cawact
I was watching her back. And when she turned to speak to me, I woke‘f‘V‘ef"‘?’a L
235 up! I never got to see her face. I don’t remember her face! When1 /&L
go to look at the albums, I see this woman smiling ... but she doesn’t

look so familiar any more. What’s wrong with me, Pa?

ALBERT  It’s all right, Ben. You miss your mother. I get it...

BEN  That’s just it! You don’t getit. You're the only one I can talk to about
240 her ... but you refuse to talk! Every time I try to talk about her or

remember something about her, you get upset...or angry ... or just

shut up and pretend I didn’t say anything. Are you trying to make me'

forget Malor Something? [tone AngrY| ; confrontaianal. T i frustvation ou

: up ovel Himz, exploding ar a chww.
ALBERT  How can I forget? You've been missing her since you were eight.

245 You’ve never let me forget her! From the way you make your

bed ... the way you fold the clothes... the way you put crunchy sugar

in those darn peanu]t butter sandwiche‘s‘&.mu Al .

BEN  She taught Xr[l’é c;‘i‘lat%ais.\f“ ik .ﬂQV\I ; b""‘j m@,‘ﬁ;ﬁ-‘wmﬂk "

Pl-gnmmd\ getovertne ‘
Mabe trort’s Wy he Teed
Ae tchento be ©
peviecttyy cwaved.

o7t doasvit tvipger
Mﬂ"“ﬂ mew OYE&~ -

Ard becauce it 1A SO
he (av) dlo perf ectly -




P

‘1} W

SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, SOMETHING BORROWED..,

ALBERT
250

K pause 4o
SUMMAYiCe,
255 BEN

ALBERT

BEN
260

ALBERT
BEN
ALBERT
BEN

265

ALBERT

[Dietian]
270 Ml WNW“M
icapaihe e

perceives himsel
1o

BEN
275 ALBERT
BEN

ALBERT

Not only those things. But the way you are smart with things... the
way you understand things...and do everything perfectly.|

Bewls pevfecion from4he wum,
Bews problemns ia fram Al ent,
« Imposter Cyndrome

I get it, Ben. Your mother was

Beat.

al. I am not.

It’s not like a competition, Pa...

(holds up his hand) 1 am not jealous, Ben. I understand. But it is not

healthy. Trying to remember all the things she was won’t bring her

back! Thit i Albert's WA recianation,
- Remm neve v bring m@?& batk ,

I don’t only try to be like her, Pa. I also try to be like you. Most
parents would be happy that their kid wants to be like them!

Oh really? What part of me are you trying to be like?

Uh...lots of things!

Like?

Like ... =

BEN is stumped. Long silence.

So you see, Ben, you want to learn how to make prata from me ... but

I'have nothing to teach. W%

trying to manage since your mother died#liean’t teach you how to

get romantic with a girl. feanit give you advice when your heart gets

broken. flammet all those things your ma was, and I am still supposed

to be a mother and a father to you. Maybe that isn’t good enough.

Butthat’s all I have. Fiisosssorry Mﬂmﬁ,& e naomewt éohevx Mbers
has ¢o wuc Jayan veu. o

L td eveytinae i \ﬂakg:puu, 2 1 fo detes| Wia

Please ... go get cleaned up and go to school. failred.
Pa ..
(firmly) Ben. You’ll be late. I'll clean up.

Reluctantly, BEN exits. ALBERT stares at the messy table.
Ancther way t 100t at Albert's pavavioia alocty mess:
Ben wixes awest , becaute ve doeswH kndw hondo make perta.
Pnd Avect canit help him, <o Ben mates an even bigger meds.

Bvory) wess iy jwt ansther dailute fo Albert 4o add o hic st

Bn,,

* How is Ben’s attitude towards his mother different from Albert's? Explain why. ‘ ‘ I
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Scene 4

ALBERT

BEN

. ALBERT
BEN
ALBERT
BEN

ALBERT

BEN

ALBERT

BEN

ALBERT

ALBERT

BEN |

ALBERT

PERFECTING PRATAS

The same kitchen, that same night. The table is totally cleaned up. It is set
for dinner. There are three settings. ALBERT is placing some fried pratas and
a communal bowl of curry on the table. BEN enters. He has just come home
from school.

Just in time.

Three settings. Who’s coming?

Béatl —>Pause for avsdexation. W (ould Al
W potim be?
Pa...you didn’t call Sushila, did you?

Ridiculous. I don’t have her number.
Then?

Tinvited your ma to join us. [F\usion] —
G ; BTrooinot) Chinese | Buddwicts
You're creeping me out, Pa. béeve trar you @an honour the dead

Wewt . Moert Viad beentvying gt o -k
You’re always saying I'm always fﬁ";ﬁ‘%} o nfakeﬁgglforget her‘,‘?n about hert,

™S e lexely dvbtatent
becanse he 1‘4 &M‘ niyz— 4
You’re showing me that you’re nuts, Pa rememb gt | -

Pa.
4irst tve ia g play) ek AGO referd o Vim a8 ‘MY bou
None of the above, I’'m showing you... (presenting the plate of ?n:ulouﬂg.mlj

prata to BEN) that I have perfected your mother’s prata! 2 'ben”
:  Lrmis patuvpricng claim foma Abent snee e
You...didn’t buy it from the coffee shop or supermarket? Jopyuttis2\iar v e d\j

Ab anytiivg pee
Well, you’ll have to eat it to find out, won’t you? s g Mﬂ

They sit down and ceremoniously contemplate the pr;L E(DV\[] L’u\\n* "“w“k"‘ :

; = s Y cwost tike havig
(2]
(out of force of habit) Pa, jiak ... Ma, jiak.('? ‘?&6\/\ ool ot Hh0 wae Ao

They take their first bite of the prata. There is religious silence. 4ove W o oo ot o
CAIUSIoN] Rudduists belies. (mhdendd.

* #iso , respectfnl -

Yes, Ben. « it revereng ot aid rart moment.

You are wrong.

Pals.

What? This is exactly what your mother used to ...

12. Pa, jiak ... Ma, jiak: [Teochew] Dad, eat ... Mum, eat; the Teochew way of asking one’s father and mother
to eat before oneself



SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, SOMETHING BORROWED ..

305 BEN  Not about this. About what you said this morning. You said I learned

everything from Ma and you had nothing to teach me. ]
T last Kme they Wad s corwo, it ended Jedly, aud covtiv med
Pause. ALBERT continues eating. oerts woret feord . Now, It &) b up agan.
et NL?&NU aS A dAMPANET frwypt Mg W come
If you’ve taught me nothing, then how come I know I will be a good Mext,

dad one day when I have kids? How come I know that I’ll be there in
310 [Towe: - the hospital when my kid thinks he’s dying...and I'll know how to
controwtatinnal] hold his hand till morning? I left for school very angry this morning,
Pa. And I didn’t know why. But over the course of the day I figured it
out. I was angry because I think you think I am not very smart...

ALBERT I never said that! Never oncedidI...

30 BEN  You think that just because I miss Ma, I never notice the things you
do—or how you do all those things for me.(Of¢o urse I know that yvou
u&cx’% ;g‘diz r °“|_‘j ‘amasleep: How else do you go out and buy me
all th wiul clothes that fit fectly?
| wumlar- 0se awtul clothes that fit me perfectly

ALBERT  They are not awful . .. they are very ... hip!

320 BEN  For your generation! And Pa...I know you go through my
schoolwork every night when you come back and I am asleep.
Otherwise how do you know I need Chinese and maths tuition?

ALBERT  But I arrange everything in your bag perfectly every time ...

BEN pertectly enough'! Look, Pa... everything doesn’t have to be
325 perfect. :
. s M
k%0, a chavge in fone. ~— gear. <> pivatal Mowent. Ran POWAT ot where Alletf has ovie agA
"ﬁw U pent-up Al be perstrt. How does i en?

Previoust

ager, icw it up rovgle

v day as e omiemplags| -, T
ALBERT  [s that your way of saying that these pratas taste bad?

Pause.
330 BEN  They don'’t taste like Ma’s.
Pause.
But, Pa ... they're perfect. .. Yonar not Na.

BuY You axe a porfect .
ALBERT stops eating. He is blinking back tears. BEN goes up behind his father

and hugs him from behind. Lights fade to black.

S e G L Y

t Why is making pratas so important to Ben? Explain your answer, ‘




