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SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, SOMETHING BORROWED... @ He ’mw*u » m,m‘der /
: Rhat e hae mid, #en adde more
evidence fo auppat Wiz /’o;lui. =
Prologue #¢doest bis grand paren
e dmotie e ik gl
SON  (to audience) My grandfather is like w Okay, not a
[exaqqeration] To emplvsiae million: Maybe a thousand. He's just really old. This is the thing with
how :a W, rgrandparents. They’re there. They see you. You see them. You smile,
rClatwe o L young N I 564 You pay your respecty, like once a year or whatever ... but....
5 ou don’t really know them. (slig iuse) Mummy would always be
[FoRM ] Very St tantencl!  the interpreter. “Your Gonggong ™ wants to give you a present’, ‘Say
howe b e SN WTUEE o nk you Gonggong, thank you Mama’,? [CHARRCTERISATION ~MotwER

Inmost (ke ohe assuwes
Wit WS amnAparevts, Waidh : She ke Sohﬂm: e ovcay.
CXYW ns NL\S e doesutt Tm] Those were the good times. When I was younger ... when my Gonggong {
koW thew . : was healthy. Then last month Mummy suddenly announces that |
10 Gonggong was going to stay with us. Yes, Gonggong. Did I mention?

would is? He’s like ... a million years old.=> He believes ; have nothing @ gl
»f???m wvlarf £ i sugaets A Lack of reafondip. Smckaing be (4B
Ise OWEATS il > /v up W ¢won.
(ontact U go0d w:’y. Mﬁwm ; Act One
vy Ny SRS B8 00 e e
then s0Y Scene 1

; SON is at home. GRANDFATHER and MOTHER enter. GRANDFATHER is in a

wheelchair. MOTHER is pushing him into the house.

MOTHER [We're home. The hospital these days ... take so long just to discharge.
And then the queue at the cashier ... Pa, you will be staying in Jonah’s

2 1558 €]
[eeR CTEFERTI room okay? Jonah. He’s now staying at the hostel at the university. So

t evewaing ,
= *.Nh *%v“r a8 Mvﬂ“‘, fi | the room will be all yours. Why is the door open? Ryan, did you go
keeyin \ ol into Joe’s room? Notices immdiﬂe\jcz“l“ some H‘“"\j e auf of
all Yﬁfhlf- (o - dhe platl and dogn \ee it
Again , an NWW'FM “A;SON The Wi-Fi reception is better there.
hos 4o do eronjtiaivy.
20 MOTHER  You have Internet connection on your own computer.

soN  That’s my desktop. But my iPad needs Wi-Fi. And the router’s in Joe’s
room.

ANOHC 1oud SON Wasud yop qreeted GEANDERTRER?
Ropin, g Chows A lack ,? r(uh'mﬂ,\\'p, and we M‘“ v '
wderrkand Lay MOTHER nas 1o tell (N what +o do, ~When twe doesrt,
1. Gonggong: maternal grandfather he 40 not tatt it swuld be a
natwval iwhahve . e
The nespect for GRANDFATHEE S Artifical.

2. Mama: maternal grandmother

~ Why is the imminent arrival of Grandfather a source of dramatic tension for Son? What is making him
anxious?

~ What do you note about the stage directions? What ideas do they convey? (Lines 12-13)

|
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GRANDFATHER

DON'T KNOW, DON'T CARE

Pa, come...you need to get some rest. There’s TV in the room ... with
a set-top box. Later I'll call and subscribe to all your channels okay?

RACTERISATION - MOTHER ]
i - L s anal T o s avenpiing
l MWA;MNV.M the tinks is right. wealtd see an miewsi "‘3,’“ do

: becak e oy wa
You rest. The doctor’said you have to get plenty of re:% ,,W',E , the doeswt e
(ﬂ:s‘a&‘ 0w ho wakes

fed.

Ryan, can get pen and paper? Write down all the channel numbers

and I will call later.
s Just 4 dmple +ask.

m" Anyone ondo it. BM"{'

You’re taking your O’s® this year.

You don’t know my channels.

It’s just a phone call.

Have you finished your homework?
A PAY ATENTION T0 THE ForM.
NOTHER. has far longer senreuies

Mother Tongue? and muh vore o say. SONS and

GUANDFATHERS are wudi Morier,
¢ oMALHiARES DR\ ON WA COAYEAUA.

Shows VoI Aomiv\w-:_\?' the i ovee thet -
Pa, how many pillows do you want? There’s one pillow and one

bolster in Jonah’s room.

Yes.

_x Wetee Hwk MOTHER doeswt Evow auewjyaivg. Net,
His bolster stinks. ehe axet convol, Al
(0N wond feel belihed, maybe wigyifcant !

: \
I'll give you two pillows okay Pa? ¢ , NC begiv 1o Se¢ ¢ UAveR
give you two pillow y anilanies bﬁ?rm coN and aeAMW&THEL.

Okay.

Do you need anything else? (suddenly) Where’s the medicine? I put it
all in the plastic bag. Did I leave it in the car? It’s not here. I have to

o back, I have to go back to the hospital. Does¥ leavt room o anyoe L i
- : ” avEwer wer. auyt juwaps o concusion.

(showing the plastic bag) I have it. It fell. In the car.

% ROW do GRANDFATHER and SON respoud fo MOTHER'S swrbeav‘mﬂ patune?

They are pascive avdd subwiissive. They 404 o wave MEC Nay, byt

without much conviction.

3. Of's:General Certificate of Education (Ordinary-Level) Examinations

~ How would you describe Mother’s feelings in this scene?

fg f : \47



SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW. SOMETHING BORROWED...

MOTHER  Thank goodness. I thought I left it at the hospital. I have to get back
to work. Pa, just rest okay? (to SON) And you...

MOTHER and SON walk away from GRANDFATHER.

MOTHER I want you to stay away from Gonggong. He needs peace and quiet.

50 Don’t aggravate him. S’t‘mvgc rquest. fofar, we have Cean Wow ‘mﬁ“
CON Tr. Wiy would we agaravate Wis old  sick

soN  Why don’t we just get a maid? qoand tatiner ? owt oy, very “ho O ng-
MOTHER  We don’t need a maid. This is temporary.

SON  Yah, but look at him. He needs to wear a diaper! Who's going to take

feare of him2g (nARALTERICATION - SoN] Practical . ;

"7 Note : poctical doas ast mean caring, -

55 MOTHER I am. I've asked my boss to let me work part-time. I'll be home in the
morning, and when you get back from school, I'll go to the office for

a few hours. She i¢ matwy S0 many scrifices , and pofutses belp-
1t sl commmﬁv\ts Sowe M'Fms?'em f

soN I don’t know how to take care of him.

MOTHER | You don’t have to do anything. You just have to be around. (slight
pause) Ryan, we have always been independent. Even when you were
Ju Maintaln et beligé 4t || younger you used to come home and fix your own lunch. Gonggong
e o e wALpendent, withoullis here now. We have to make some adjustments but we’ll manage.

\wh Vl‘f' o AL e =7
SON ~Why must it always be me?
y oy 1 CHARACTERISATION - MOTHERT DOMINEE RiNG,
MOTHER = Your father is travel]ing{a lot and Jonah is at uni so it’s just the two of
65 us. Okay? Listen to me,/follow my instructions and everything will be
. fine. (slight pause) And stay away from him.
!
{ b Moy anay, you 2 bad fv \am. Ldn
: . MOTHER leaves. Pause. . plidadoes
Lixnrhcter1sATION - & u '-"S‘\mﬁ avay, e iS5 bad far Your- she wmean?

JeNT
2 GRANDFATHER and SON look at each other. Pause. .
SELFUH . Hic mather ases Che Mgt mean neithe

& [stA 0 :
10 e of Wit — fo (Uit ke around, ‘Z’-'P'U?“E /;’:;(fh N‘ZN n #e but on hef well-meaning
But iy Jeifithness mighit siem foom bis  Same, anc ble baat. jpiensus, my ane

unim-enﬁw‘b (A

T 2 vy :
ractical natare, GRANDFATHER migirt need . opprtuniy fv miSunderstading

/)e(/, when She is not around. Then Shat Z

~ What clues are we given that point to the serious nature of Grandfather’s illness?

~ How would you describe Son’s attitude towards Grandfather? What does this reveal about his
character? (Line 63)

'~ Does Mother tell Son to stay away for Grandfather’s benefit or for Son’s? (Line 66)
~ What does the silence reveal about the relationship between Son and Grandfather? (Line 68)

¥
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Scene 2

MOTHER

GRANDFATHER
MOTHER
GRANDFATHER
MOTHER
GRANDFATHER
MOTHER
GRANDFATHER
MOTHER
GRANDFATHER
MOTHER
GRANDFATHER
MOTHER
GRANDFATHER

MOTHER

DON'T KNOW, DON'T CARE

Later that night. MOTHER is with GRANDFATHER in his room.

Okay, last one ... (GRANDFATHER takes tablet) Are you sure you don’t

need another pillow? I'm going to leave the TV on but I'll come back i
later and turn it off. [CHARACTERISATION - MOTHER] Tries too hardl, o & point
where the reems overbearing. We mauct remembes #at

: Ainh .
No need so much trouble. 7 <@"éf a plact el b

It’s nothing. You want the lights on or off?
On.

What channel?

S Trguig To msict. o Not be A burden, +o not #e€! completely

I can do it. helplers.,

Just tell me. (slight pause) Okay, you do it. Nite Pa.
L He ree that she o net completely

oo bk oblnious.
s e aCk[g LISMT Gowrg home a6 & Symbolrem 7

) . th an
You're sick Pa. When you get better, you can go back home.‘"::'g L.

5 Want 10 4o bat (o hé man be NS
o magter agam, instead of kLD’y

helpless .

When?
Don’t worry about all that.
I heard the nurse say I have a tumour.

You just rest, take your sgifine.
%j ' :
:—?;w o f9en o we +alk aboud our love A ones like
— +he5 are ijmnf or an,'nellig‘ewf? e thowldn't

e » ASUME
You have something inside. _ SJonis e

{ifitichil. We just take things one day at a time okay? It’s late already ... 4u4q

MOTHER leaves. Pause. them (ke idiots, 1t &
ves. . GRANDFATHER watches TV. :
ey deev Aeaeaning,
[feeling] resigna ben . o [ g |

~ In Scene 2, what does Grandfather want and what does Mother want? How does this place them in
conflict with each other in this scene?




SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW. SOMETHING BORROWED...
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Scene 3

SON
GRANDFATHER
SON
GRANDFATHER
SON
GRANDFATHER
SON
GRANDFATHER

SON

\
GRANDFATHER

SON
GRANDFATHER
SON
GRANDFATHER

SON

GRANDFATHER

Two hours later. GRANDFATHER is sleeping. Pause.
SON enters GRANDFATHER's room.
He’s trying to have a video chat on his iPad.

Can you see me? Can you see me? Can you— ;
ARACTERILATION —§oN T Selfich . Afferaall |, (T ¢

| P

—Hah?

SotTtyid Nevzrfheless, he has e ,{ew,,‘%f, rp ,z_’p:f;ag,;,: :

I can see you.

Sorry Gonggong, I wasn’t talking to you...

Who were you talking to?

My friend. 4 First evidence of e age —3019‘?7’?1:(( Lo N waj

[ So mo rried abound,
Where is your friend? I cannot see anyone. f

On the iPad ...I was trying to Skype and... You won’t understand.
Sorry ... (he is about to leave)

Remember last time when you were small? Your mother. always throw

a big party for your birthday.

Awkward . Possibly fie At conveaadon without
ha mam felling him' wiat o cay.

You like to sing. I always remember that...

Yah. Do you need anything? Water?
You want to talk to your friend?

My friend? Oh! My friend ... It’s okay. It’s kinda late ... She’s
probably—I mean...

Your girlfriend?

~ What evidence do you have that Grandfather is quite perceptive about what is bothering Son? What
does this reveal about Grandfather as a character?




DON'T KNOW, DON'T CARE
DpLwiNg AP .
soN | | No! I don’t know. She was my classmate. Her family moved to the
! States recently and I've been trying to keep in touch but the time
difference and I want to see her when I talk to her but the computer

in my room is ancient and—Sorry...
. Y L AS awtvard as meepng Sorrlone

SsEep T T firt Zime , qrad zr'j -
(223

wnaterer Gitle bindAd 2

e ~ : _

soN A little. She liked to shout a lot.

115 GRANDFATHER

GRANDFATHER  Peranakan. They like to talk very loudly. (slight pause) You want to sit

down?
{ labarship.
Pause. b g ?
120 SON  (to audience) I did. And my Gonggong and I talked some more. Then

he got tired. (slight pause) For the first few weeks he was fine. He had

his routine. Every morning he would wake up. Mummy would make

Milo and a simple breakfast for him. Then I'd leave for school. When

I got home, Mummy would be ready to leave for work. (slight pause) mwj

125 Then he got worse. He was always in some pain ... The nurse from (M'“ b ng
the hospice care started coming every day. Mummy told me not to L\M\ﬂg{, =
L interfere. So I would open the door, let the nurse in and just go to
Wwat b her fear? my room. (slight pause) My Gonggong needed more help. He needed

more care. Something I couldn’t provide. ~ © :

W L avt ivvah sl
fthmcﬁm,bm people be(ome
irrahoal whien are :
' fr(gmwd\, Che warthes as
her fatiner Aetriovates, in
her care  and B 4D
s &1 oo o]

b He fedkt M\?u}u +So
lest e dves Sovedial
Wovi€ , ‘ y

et we st ke &
wk@ms, :iu\s*r b ;ewmﬁ ;
a A0DT

b e b Sariing 4o e,

peuond b cudliingT’!

et .

e Lrtuahan

4

~ How are Son’s words to the audience at this moment different from those spoken at the beginning of
the play? What has changed? (Lines 120-129)




SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, SOMETHING BORROWED....

Act Two

Scene 1
130 Two months later. SON is with his iPad.

MOTHER has just come home from work.
MOTHER  Did the nurse come just now? -1

SON  Yup.
Previously), we established how chrt
Sentenes with fothmg pmvch 1o ray
135 soN  Nope. - implies A et pg nlaﬁmh?r.
Wesee AWS cawe \acde WL,

Yet . he U being dbedieut. She ey
e e allow Uima 10 2 wwolved, so nkjsupul.l

he have answerc?
MOTHER  Pa? How are you feeling? How’s your breathing? Better? The nurse

said she gave you something to reduce the water in your lungs. She
140 called me but I was in a meeting. I could only talk to her for two
seconds. What is this new gadget?

MOTHER  Did she say anything?

MOTHER  Did she talk to you?

GRANDFATHER  For blood pressure.

MOTHER  Blood pressure? What’s wrong with your blood pressure? She didn’t
say anything about your blood pressure. CF&uM‘ - fanicl

145 MOTHER gets her phone and makes a call.
MOTHER  (to SON) Have you done your homework?

SON  Yes. |
% e v cmstandiy fuseing , g to
ketp wy wih her fadher and her 0%
S Muast be edmausting.
150 MOTHER  You have tuition in an hour.

MOTHER  Mother Tongue?

She speaks on the phone.

~ Why does Son reply to Mother’s questions in the way that he does? What does this tell you about how
he feels about Mother at this moment?




DON'T KNOW, DON'T CARE

MOTHER  Hello? Yes, yes, everything is fine. Just a quick question ... what is
this blood pressure—Oh ... right...Isee... But he’s not—No...I
understand ... Well, I'm not very good with all these gadgets... No,
155 I'd rather my son not get involved ... Well, you might think it’s a good
idea, but I don’t. You know, never mind. I'll figure it out.

MOTHER hangs up. She tries to use the gadget. SON goes to her.

MOTHER I told you to stay away from this room.
Again, wAantT 1o be 1‘W10M0(_W14y

soN I know how it works. and Fols a2 v’ffyz v @?ﬁ i the ray
] ¢
160 MOTHER  Go! ret plans. -
# waked her urhagpy, and e behaves
soN walks away. /rmﬁ‘ma/ﬁl Fortards ke A

MOTHER I just need some co-operation. Is that too much to ask? I still have to
work. I have to deal with my clients. I have to be the wife. I have to be
the mother. I have to be the daughter. I have to be the nurse. I have

165 to be smart. I have to operate equipment. [TTTL

b Shey burning rendelt out, but She retrded help.

Pause.

GRANDFATHER

ML i a leaded staiement .
1) Inteniitive of wum — o el N off and then

vent i Fent " of ERANDFATHER,
fhe make) hind¥EEp ite 2 burdlen omce more, o :

2) We se¢ ny the g e way ke ia.
A1) parestic do aot want 4o be a burden
on their chyldren .

GRANDFATHER doesntt wart 7o be
a puvden +o MOTHER,

MOTHER dveint want her burdens’
1o aftect & SON or his Patvire .

+ Why do you think Mother lashes out at Son? What emotions are underscoring her words? (Line 160)
~ Why are Mother’s words and actions making her an antagonist to both Son and Grandfather?




SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, SOMETHING BORROWED....

Scene 2
Later that night. SON is walking with his iPad.

170 SON  Can you see me? Can you see me? Now? How about now?
foN . Aichd
He bnH empondcred o
/ye’l)o A /ua&l ol not # GRANDFATHER is groaning in pain. SON wants to go in. Pause.
interfere or get in the
Way. He wainted # 92
n, but hat ””f’M//J“/ :

(to audience) When I woke up. No one was home. Mummy later sent
hit m‘ﬁ, fer s mmmgl me a text to say that Gonggong was in the hospital. (slight pause) The
dut of Fear that he m’ﬁ” whole time I was thinking ... why didn’t I go to his room? Why didn’t -,
o fmdhmj g, he help him? (slight pause) It’s S0 funny In school we have civics class,
Aofows ik IrACEIA moral ed mm«%w ere’s a 1unity programme
invtvad of metinct. . ; [

180
[MESSAGE] J

He hears a sound in GRANDFATHER's room.

He walks away instead. Pause. SON talks to the audience.
2=l avdy e reaa. |

o really care for one another. ,'

44'1
ot dogs W gEALLY. Letlectiog,
S i fome self-
mean to care? Wit lite #oe artifycial crificiSm 2

repect, theke & artitiaal

> What decision is Son struggling with? Why is it so difficult for him to do what he thinks is right? (Line 172)
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Scene 3

MOTHER
SON
MOTHER
SON
MOTHER
SON
MOTHER

SON

MOTHER

SON

MOTHER

SON

MOTHER

SON

MOTHER

fawaysf LMe

DON'T KNOW, DON'T CARE

The next day. MOTHER and SON are together. SON is studying.

He got quite sick in the middle of the night. Did you hear anything?
Hear anything? A

You'’re usually up late.

Yah.

He was having difficulty breathing.

I was in my room. You told me not to—

—I’'m not accusing you. I was only asking—

AGtHING'S RAPPERIng? Turni/ig poirt. Hle i Aisguited with hit reponde e
pn‘u’a’mglﬁth. ¥ He wantt 1o llon hio mum I/ lng:wﬁ’q

This is not Jour problem. You have more important things to focus on. ~ 4y
L Doesntt Want her burdens +o be her pony as well. 0okt with

Like what?> What is more important than my relationship with my" Cartngfo W4

- Enlighten ment. rardaatien.
_grandfather? 9 g

You are taking—

‘—Your O’s this year. I know. I know. Because you remind me every
day.

I remind you because that’s your key. Education is the key to your
future.

Mummy .. /a man is dying it
sag&d

Yes. That’s exactly what I want you to do. Because in this family we
don’t talk about death and illness. We just deal with it.

b pgain ¢ Irrah aal/.
MOTHER walks away. Pause. b gut, it &2, 10 her mind, Whatt Sest

ﬁrewryane.

~ We know for a fact that Son is feigning ignorance as he does not want to tell Mother the truth. Why do
you think Son does not want to be honest with Mother? (Line 184)

~ Do you think Son disagrees with Mother over every issue? Why do you think so?




SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW. SOMETHING BORROWED....

SON | (to audience) There’s this book I studied in school. Flowers for Algernon.®
It's about a man who has low IQ. He’s selected to undergo an
experimental technique to increase his IQ. The technique was
[* MOMIOQD((_] successfully conducted on a laboratory mouse called Algernon. So
210 m'fcﬂ‘j the man goes through the procedure and his intelligence increases.
(omvey WS | b IQ triples. Now that he’s a genius the people around him can’t
Hovat? , A in | relate to him. They are scared of him, and resentful. Then Algernon
-}um| Wifﬂﬂf t suddenly declines and dies. And soon the man returns to his former
of Hy P“H 1o the self. His final request is that someone puts flowers on Algernon’s grave.

215 auwdiene , Pause. MOTHER enters, pushing GRANDFATHER in the wheelchair. He has just

returned from the hospital.
77 temembering rvat wad had, and forgetten

Music. There is a flashback to happier times.
e

VOICE-OVER  Happy birthday to you! Happy birthday to you! Happy birthday dear
Ryan! Happy birthday to you!

220 Music starts. SON, MOTHER and GRANDFATHER sing a song together. They laugh
and celebrate.
Pause.
SON | (to audie at the story was
oNOLO : S Dt
[MoNOLOGUE] about. [T ody wants | low
225 1 S heing 2 to care... :,.\@.'.-';" S |
laboratory mouse ... (slight pause) Flowers for Algernon. 1 get it. I finally get
it. (slight pause, {0 [ i;w
(Messaat]

[8 i neassany, attso Y €Q.
He hx po value, gren i he has
high 10 i€ W Wi o @,

fiction genre that was first published in
as a novel.

4. Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes is a short story in
1959. It was subsequently expanded and, in 1996, publis

- How is this scene from the past so dramatically different from the present? Come up with a list of
words to describe the characters’ past relationships and present relationships with each other.

+ What lesson has Son learned from reading Flowers for Algernon? Why is this story relevant to his life
right now? (Lines 223-227)




Scene 1

230 GRANDFATHER

SON

GRANDFATHER
235

SON
GRANDFATHER

SON

240 GRANDFAATHER
SON
GRANDFATHER

SON

245 GRANDFATHER

SON

A0001/EN L ON Y

11. 545 dasha

F AR 130 yang yuan

J7 75 5% lidoyangyuan

HIXAH -+ You zhége niide -+
BREANLRZ, RIBEIK - You zhége nii téngxué, wd hén xihuan -+
FER EX (& F%. WO xihuan shang zhé wei nli téngxué.

10. fithiE %) ta zdu dao

DON'T KNOW, DON'T CARE

Act Three

One month later. It is late at night.
SON is with GRANDFATHER in his room.
Have you been practising your Mandarin?

A little bit... My oral exam is coming soon. The toughest part is when
they show a picture and I have to talk about it. Like an old folks’
home. Z#ERz.®

That is not ‘old folks’ home’. That is ‘old-fashioned garden’! The
correct phrase is 735z .©

IR0

Why don’t you talk about... your school, your friends.

Um, okay...er... FXALH -7
[ There’s this female...] A Thy fone AO e fu/?( nﬂhlfa/@/.

Llnkke jn zeere Act 1 rcené 3.

F le?! :
e Chows 4s how Tre relatayship had
e oé’wfv/;ea' thad ey can +AlE abod

Yes. Y Aday topics nothe at

awktwardness,
AR LFAY, REBEK--©
[ There’s this girl in school I really like...]

You should say ‘I like this girl in school.” FE K LiX i L& [F]%.©
Anyway, but it £ F|" overseas 5,1

[Anyway, she walked overseas to read.]

GRANDE ATHER helps him wiThe
u Mandarin, whils? incorprahng
advice on (ON% [tw(/iﬂ;. .

Uke catehing ap on /oF Ame,
S 'doru'j ewefyjﬁdty tat rlrondd
be Aeme m A Grondparent —
Erzmd il relabardiiy -




SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW. SOMETHING BORROWED...

GRANDFATHER  ‘She walked overseas’? Ryan, what Mandarin have you been learning
all these years? So horrible!

250 SON  Sorry...I told you my Mandarin sucks. (slight pause) Actually I want to
tell her I miss her.

GRANDFATHER  HSZiRAH4& it 3R AE S .02
[Actually I want to tell her I miss her.]

SON  (HEFIHLMSAEAR."Y
255 [But I'm afraid she will reject me.]

GRANDFATHER  ‘But I'm afraid she will reject me.” Perfect! Continue...

SON i ELAtFIFRAH A" time zone fR"* far apart, so FfiT4n R 20
Skype for a real-time chat is also %5 .['”
[And her time zone is very far from ours in Singapore, so it’s not easy for us
260 to go on Skype for a real-time chat.]

icd

.enough practice for now ... Your Mz 1s like fro;
(slight pause) Why don’t you sing to her? /£ Als more

; awtviard
soN I don’t sing any more. 2 libed

GRANDFATHER  Last ti s PR HGAE RaN
”t;;ﬁhel i ] /Wfﬁ‘w; . Shons same wrnfability.
265 SON [=—Last time is over Gonggong ... Mummy wants me to just focus on
my studies. JrrAAtd because he doesnt pani Fo ppmic =
ottt thert clash vty (nctrdctiant giveer
GRANDFATHER  Don’t be afraid of following your dreams. You have to take risks, you
have to try... If you want something, you have to work hard and get it.

Your computer ...
- The age 929 < sLiil #rere,

270 . soN MyiPad Y | . 2 D nn motter angmort

GRANDFATHER  Okay, okay ..

12, Bz iR . Qishi wo xidng gaosu ta wo xidngnian ta.
13. (HRHRIBOMEIEL . Danshi wo danxin ta hui jujué wo.

14. i B34 15 N3 Y Erqié ta hé wémen xinjiapo de

15. 18 hén

16. A1 2% woémen ragud qu

17. A% 5 bu rongyi

~ What is similar about the attitudelof Mother here and that of Mother in Absence? What interesting
comparisons can you make between them? What makes them different? (Lines 265-266)




GRANDFATHER

SON

275 GRANDFATHER

SON

Scene 2

MOTHER

280 Ackrowledqi
+hat ohe cantt de #ug
on hent o N, Nerorttes,
dvesnn wand +o burden

N

285 MOTHER

SON

290
NURSE
soN
NURSE

SON

DON'T KNOW, DON'T CARE

Bring it here. Sit down ...and talk to her.
Pause. SON talks to the audience.

(to audience) And the next thing I knew I was Skyping with my
friend ... with Gonggong next to me. A cheeky smile on his face.

One day, you sing to me again okay? You sing to your Gonggong.

Iwill...

The next day. MOTHER is on the phone with the nurse. SON is reading.

I understand, but he’s constantly in pain. Why can’t he just stay at the

hospital? I'm already taking no-pay leave. I can’t take leave forever. He
needs 24-hour medical attention, which we can’t provide. (slight pause)

My son is not involved in this. I know you come here every day, but
what happens when you leave?

GRANDFATHER enters. He is gasping for air.

He suddenly falls to the floor. =
—
Pa, are you okay? \soN  Gongong!

What's wrong? Can you breathe?
SON grabs the phone.

Nurse! This is Ryan. My Gonggong is having shortness of breath ... He

just fell. He collapsed! #¢ & baig rebonad, calm, in control
sk CARE # PANIC.

#He i caring wHhount poed

We hear a voice-over of the nurse.

(V.0) How long has he been having shortness of breath?

)payq'( bly A

I don’t know. He was gasping for air and then he just fell to the floor ...

(V.0) Have you given him any medicine so far?

No.

~ In other moments in the play, the other side of telephone conversations went unrepresented. Why do
you think we have one now via voice-over? Why is it important to hear what the other person is saying?

a 59



295

300
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310

315

SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW. SOMETHING BORROWED....

NURSE

SON

NURSE

SON

NURSE

SON

MOTHER

SON

MOTHER

SON

MOTHER

SON

MOTHER

SON

(V.0) Remember the medicine your grandpa is taking to relieve
his pain? It’s in the brown bottle. Check the label—it should say

‘morphine syrup’.
(to MOTHER) Morphine syrup. The brown bottle.

(V.0O) Give him a dose and he should have some relief in an hour. Did
you understand what I said? Can you repeat it to me?

Give him a dose of the morphine syrup...in the brown bottle....

(V.0) Good. I will call you back in one hour to check. If there’s any

other problem, call me. ¥ Rorall that Wmamt
B Hries, The @et is ho ,

Okay: thank thank e. Can Ff"*-’o“"'::
y, thank you... than younursmhd/f’z’(dm .

MOTHER has given GRANDFATHER the dose. He is calmer.

We need to take him back to the hospital. -
It’s fine. He’s already feeling better.

For now, yes. What about tonight when we’re all sleeping?
What about tomorrow?

Mummy, this is not about you or me. It’s about him, what he needs.

You don’t want him around because ou don’t want to dea] w1th it.
5 180° change. From LRantng dy (+ onft
That’s enough from you. You're gettmg very rude lately. -ﬂd‘ W doem't
are. p becade
I'm sorry... I just want what's best for Gonggong. seraguiies what e @'l
ot him, and now #elo MfM
What do you know what’s best? T makbed ker ivato

I've been spending some time with him ... Sometimes at night, I go
to his room. I can hear him ... his breathing ... Sometimes we talk a
bit. Or we just sit in silence ... I hold his hand or give him a massage
because his back hurts...

~ How would you describe Son’s words and actions at this moment?
~ Why do you think Mother sounds so defensive? (Line 314)




MOTHER
320
SON
MOTHER
325
SON
MOTHER
330 SON
MOTHE!
wel//rr,ar?o'
becawse # io
how fhe feeb
335 in conkol.
MOTHER
GRANDFATHER
340
MOTHER
GRANDFATHER
345
MOTHER
GRANDFATHER

DON'T KNOW. DON'T CARE

I gave you specific instructions not to go to his room. What's wrong
with you? Usually you're lost in your own world, just locked up in your
room. You don’t talk, you don’t care about this family. And now you
want to lecture me about my own father ... what’s ‘best’ for him.

I just want to help...

I know. And I'm happy that you do. But everything is fine. No need to

get so sentimental. These things happen. People get sick. m Jroc: l; F ';Tzfz

4
I know Mummy ... But he can still live well, despite his illness. (slight ifob/?
pause) I spoke to the nurse when she came yesterday. There’s a lot we -
can do to help Gonggong. Like just now...

He needs medical care.

iy He cogn!t care aboud l;u %r{
Oty e . ‘8] praciid)
Look at all this—folders, files, brochures, print-outs, prescriptions, 4:&[’5 "ﬂ
pills, patches, gadgets... Who's the main caregiver, tick this box; what's o
who’s the main decision-maker, tick this box; helpline numbers, 4 :'_;“;L;M o’
nurses’ numbers, doctors’ numbers, hospital, hospice, ambulance Il R

the casket company ... (slight pause) He’s going back to the hospital.
pai get inThe Wy
GRANDFATHER enters. He has been listening. ZW Ame

Pa, you should be resting. You're not well.

I know I am not well. I know I am sick. I spend so long at the hospital.
In and out, in and out. I go for this test, that test. But when the
doctor wants to talk to me, you say no. Talk to you. When I ask you

what’s wrong, you say nothing. Don’t worry. Just rest. Watch TV. Have
another pillow. ™ & rne mor? GRANDFATHE B fayje To MIHEE.
He & Frustrated .

Pa, don’t get so worked up. Your blood pressure....

I don’t care about my blood pressure. I don’t care about my illness. I
just don’t want to be a burden.

You are not a burden.

[Mfr.maf] rfai patientt n-ma//g.
They doan#-become ctupic] O devoid of

fab‘:’J'url becanse #€Y M“dy@-
They dem GEe o bo Ged 12 They den'f
Loaut facts abond Aonwelres nittbeld,
e y dontf wart 7o becom# a e o
burden , g 2.




SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, SOMETHING BORROWED....

MOTHER

350
GRANDFATHER
355 MOTHER
GRANDFATHER

360
SON

365
GRANDFATHER
MOTHER
GRANDFATHER

370

MOTHER
SON
MOTHER

375

How can I tell you? What words do you want me to use? How can a
daughter tell her father—(slight pause) All my life, you have taken
care of me ... all my life. You have guided me ... provided for me...
Now I want to protect you ... from the pain ... from your illness ...
Because it hurts Pa. It hurts seeing you like this... And I don’t know

what else to do. Confirmation : why she tried ro hard,
howt helplecs sthe feels .

You are strong.

I don’t want to be strong. If I could, I just want to forget... pretend this
is not happening. I just want to be your girl. I don’t want to take care of

you Pa. I want you to take care of me. I want you to take care of me.
This seems selérch, but it ankt. K5 very human gund natural 13
I will always take care of you. I will always be your Pa. Okay? I will 4¢ ~#ZAK,
always be your Pa. Anel vt cantf accrse her
of Selfithnecs hecauseof &ll her
Aot andl sacrified, AP € her
ﬂzb‘rz?l-
(to audience) That day, for the first time, I saw my mother not just
as a mother, but as a daughter. She is someone’s child, just as she is
someone’s parent. That day, for the first time, we spoke as a family
about my Gonggong’s illness. [MESSA&ET :
: : e open and honest. Give shom +re dighity
of »frdmpd'f“ﬂ' oonveagfon .

They hug. Pause.

Pause.
Girl, you can learn from your son. Look at him. He’s becoming a man!

Well, he has to stop playing computer games all day and start
studying if he wants to become a man.

You didn’t pamper him the way I pampered you. I spoiled you. Your
mother always scolded me for giving in to you.

Ma had too many rules. She was too strict.
I see where you got that from.

Excuse me? I'm not even half as strict as my mother was. She not only
checked our homework, she checked our fingernails, toenails, hair
length ... no TV during dinner, no going out on dates, no phone calls
with boys...

~ What does Mother reveal about herself in this scene? How does this change your attitude towards her?
~ Why is this a pivotal moment in the drama? What is happening to the characters?
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MOTHER

GRANDFATHER

SON

GRANDFATHER

MOTHER

SON

MOTHER

GRANDFATHER

SON

MOTHER

SON

GRANDFATHER

SON

GRANDFATHER

SON

GRANDFATHER

MOTHER

SON

MOTHER

DON'T KNOW, DON'T CARE

Okay, okay, fine ... you are the best mother in the world.
Thank you.
Haha ... but you always break her rules!

You always break \ MOTHER

her rules... Tell me more...

Don’t you start...

Remember that time you sneak out at night because you wanted to go
to the school dance.

She refused to let me go. I just wanted to dance with—(pause)
Too much information! (slight pause) So, did you dance WITH?

I did. # Conversahon © floHr

IWOTUY betriey +he ree
of fhem. 3t
pelapaiip w f[tre’m,a/y s

He’s your father!
Aww ...so schweet...

Don’t so schweet me. I know what’s been going on with you and your
Skype friend.

Gonggong!

I didn’t say anything!

She’s just a friend! \MOTHER A friend...-
How do you say it in Chinese?

First fime wt
#Bﬂﬁn""" " req SON & MOTHER
[Female friend.] 1Ak axcual A
They laugh. Pause. J gamein Foimt

weltred to gudles of
So...what’s going to happen next? Am I going to the hospital? geANDFA ™Rk

hoath .

No Pa. You stay home, with us.

—————5 Monumental
mke care of you. ‘U\M'\j fq'vd,

As long as we need to.
[> Miowing herse 1o recewt help,
ackno \;3 taat che maef allow SoN

"bea part of s Vurug'.

18. 4% . NU péngydu.



SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW, SOME'EHING BORROWED... ;
6 IMESSAGE ave tnem Wt they wantt,
™Y dovd sk fov iach . Therts no need o do o ach i

e way of uninegcessany 4a;j
GRANDFATHER [ This is all I want.To be with my family ... (sligﬁ?pause, he brings SON "3‘4 :

aside) Boy, after I am gone, you promise me okay? Promise me you
will take care of your mother.

405 SON I promise Gonggong.
GRANDFATHER  Good...you are a good boy...
GRANDFATHER walks away.
o N has
MOTHER You are... '=> Raalitatsp at howW miuch wer S0 -
o ety roge becnsle

Scene 3 che ras -fbcusmg on sther HAin
Two weeks later. SON sings at GRANDFATHER's funeral.

.

410 MOTHER goes to SON. She gives him a book.
MOTHER  He wanted you to have this.
SON  Flowers for Algernon.
MOTHER  He wrote a note.

SON  ‘The spirit of caring transcends family. The more you give, the more
415 you will receive.’

They hug. Pause. MOTHER walks away.

~ Why do you think Mother fails to finish her sentence? What emotions are preventing her from
speaking? What do you think she was going to say? (Line 408)




SON

[AMONOLDGUE]
420 Efsuring it
awdience
wolerstand) e
Mo0g -

425

430

THie : Donkt oW, Dovik are.
It #is the cace? Showd we choose

o beo i@nomm?

JE we do, whtt do v< tavd o 5a‘u/\?
It we do, it do we ttavd fo lose?

DON'T KNOW, DON'T CARE

Epilogue

(to audience) How do we care? We know how to text. We know how to
Skype. We know how to chat on Facebook. Our communication has
increased ... but our relationships haven’t.

I knew my Gonggong when I was growing up ... but I didn’t really
know him. I never talked to him, never really listened to him. He was
just this old man.

But now I know him. I can say that I knew him. Gonggong passed
away a few days ago. He left surrounded by his family and with peace
in his heart.

A relationship shouldn’t begin only when someone is dying. It should
begin when they are living.

My grandfather managed to stay with us for a few months. Some
might not be so lucky, having just a few weeks left to live.

So...don’t wait. Death ends a life, but not a relationship.

This sunflower symbolises remembrance, a celebration, of those close
to us whose lives have ended.

I wish you well.

Lights fade.




